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only exception to this state of things was found in the colonised
parts of Ulster, where the settlers were numerous, and of all
classes. The social relations, connected with the land, which
would grow out of this state of affairs would necessarily bear
the marks of their origin; from this time forward, agrarian
discontent, occasionally associated with rebellious movements,
becomes a marked feature of Irish History. But if Protestant
Ascendency, as we have said, was most distinctly apparent in
the land, it had become established in every part of the
political and social life of Ireland, almost as completely as
under the rule of Cromwell. The Irish Catholic Church,
indeed, and its priesthood were not persecuted as they had
lately been; and after the Restoration, the Catholic faith was
usually tolerated, even protected. But the Irish Parliament
was composed of Protestants; Protestants, as a rule, filled
every office of trust; Catholics, except at rare intervals of
time, were excluded from the administration of the state, and
even from municipal offices. Ireland was thus finally separated
into the two divisions, to which we have so often referred;
Protestant Ascendency was embodied in the English and
Scotch Protestants, a caste possessing almost supreme power;
Catholic Subjection was seen in a vanquished Catholic people.
The distinction, too, between the old Englishry and the Irish
Celts had become much less marked; both races had been
involved in a common wreck of fortune.
The order of things which the Restoration left standing in
Ireland was unnatural, and was certain to lead to ills in the
future. For the present, however, the land was at peace;
the strong hand of Cromwell was still felt; after a brief
interval of passing trouble Protestant Ireland saw its domi-
nation secured; Catholic Ireland acquiesced, brooding only on
its wrongs. This period of repose, broken by faint stirrings of
unrest, disorder, and smothered discontent, signs of passions
smouldering beneath the surface, continued for nearly twenty-